Anegundi village in Hampi Site
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Traditional houses                Landscape and monument
Anegundi is a fortress village situated on the bank of the Tungabhadra River in the curve what is a sign of prosperity. Presently, around 2500 persons are living in this quiet area.

· A brief history…

Anegundi’s history dates back before Hampi Vijayanagar and to the same time of Ashoka in the third century BC. Even after the huge collapse of the Empire in 1565 AD it continued to be the seat of the Devaraya Dynasty. Moreover when the Vijayanagar Empire was founded in the middle of the 14th century by the Sangama Brothers, Anegundi was already established as the cradle city from where they initially ruled then later shifted their capital to Hampi.

More ancient than Hampi, Anegundi lies in the mythical kingdom of Kishkinda, ruled by the monkey king Sugriva of Ramayana fame. Anjanadri Hill, near Anegundi, is believed to be the birthplace of the monkey-god Hanuman.
Anegundi means originally “Elephant Pit”, an area of water beyond the northern river side steps where it is deep enough for elephants wash.

This part of the area is not included in the core area of Hampi but in the buffer zone.

· A heritage value: 

Anegundi and its quiet environs are dotted with forgotten temples and fortifications. The dilapidated Huchappayana Matha Temple, near the river, is worth a peek for its black stone lathe-turned pillars and fine panels of dancers. The other places of tourist interest are the sacred Pampa Sarovara, Aramane (a ruined palace) and the Ranganatha Temple.

Houses were built traditionally with a porch carved and painted wooden columns. A single level and lime white washed stone work are common. They represent an ethnological, historical and heritage value.

· A natural and beautiful landscape:

The natural landscape is composed of the bank of the river, cultures of banana, coconut and rice. Actually it is a flat piece of land situated between the river and the huge hills of boulders. People are mainly farmers and have a simply live.

· About the Bridge…:

A bridge was built in order to link both banks of the river. But in 1998, the interruption of the construction was pronounced and 8 meters are missing.

The site is on the list of the World Heritage in Danger (Unesco) with the creation of this bridge and another one for pedestrian circulation (situated between Hampi Village and Virupapura Gaddi). They have a negative impact on the environment and archaeological zones.

Seven years later, in 2005, it was decided that it was necessary to finish this bridge.

With the opening of the bridge we can expect that the traffic (being a short cut between Ganganati in the North and Kalamapura and Hospet in the south) and tourism increase because of the beauty, traditional, and quiet landscape, etc: aspects that visitors want to take rest a moment. That is why it is important to foresee what kind of development can be considered.
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· The workshop:

A workshop of ten days takes place in Anegundi. A group of architects, archaeologists, town planner, with the presence of different organizations (such as Unesco, Archaeological Survey of India, Hampi World Heritage Area Management Authority, University of architecture and Town Planning in New Delhi…) are present and discuss about the future impact of the bridge on the village and its future development, and develop heritage guidelines for construction and land use in Anegundi Village.

The social, economic, archaeological and environmental aspects are studied. It is important to consider the natural landscape to preserve, archaeological monuments to highlight (the gateway which was the first entrance in Hampi), houses to restore, to demolish, to improve, to create with appropriate rules, to think the extension of the village (location, size, target, etc), facilities for visitors, etc.

It is also vital to have a global comprehension of the local life in order to foresee how people will adapt to the new and modern situation after the opening of the bridge.

Many questions can be formulated and reflections developed about the impact of modern tourism on this traditional village. Is it the right way for a development? 

