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Regional Conference on

INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT IN SOUTH ASIA

August 24-25, 2005 Karachi

Introduction 

Water resources, which are shared between several countries in South Asia, have been subject to a long history of conflicts linked to their joint management in the region. Although once water resource rich, South Asia is now emerging as a water scarce region in the world. This new reality has threatened the fragility of peace on the subcontinent. In such a hostile context, there is a greater need for governments as well as civil society organisations to join hands for promoting integrated water resources management in South Asia in order to prevent conflicts on water issues in the future. 

The Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) and the Natural Resource Protection Program (NRPP) from Sindh, Pakistan, in collaboration with Architecture et Développement (A&D), France, Amorces, France and Instituto Sindical de Trabajo, Ambiente y Salud (ISTAS), Spain, have initiated a joint project for the protection and rehabilitation of the eco-system and livelihood resources of Indus Delta Eco-region. Funded by European Commission through its Asia Pro Eco Programme, the Sustainable Program for the Rehabilitation of Indus Delta Eco-region (SPRIDER) was launched in May 2004. The project seeks to encourage and facilitate the development of an integrated water management strategy for the Indus delta and the region. The Indus Delta has been under increasing environmental strain since the 1940’s when the construction of major dams and irrigation projects in the upstream reaches lead to a stepping down of the Indus River’s flow. 

Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) and its partners are organizing a two-day Regional Conference on Integrated Water Resources Management in South Asia on August 24-25, 2005 in Karachi. The conference is aimed at taking a first step towards developing an integrated approach for managing this scare natural resource of the subcontinent by linking environmental and human rights of local populations.

Conference Objectives 

· Provide a forum for acknowledging the rights of all citizens to live in a healthy environment by giving a holistic and comprehensive overview of integrated water resource management. 

· Help to identify the mechanisms that can be used to increase effective regional cooperation, promote sharing of benefits and assist in achieving the “Millennium Development Goals” and Johannesburg targets on Shared Natural Resources and Sustainable Development. 

· Examine in depth the status of IWRM’s application in South Asia and critically analyse its successes, failures, and constraints to make water management more efficient in the future.

· Generate discussions on the need for and potential of resolving resource conflicts through collective action by coastal communities.

Key themes for presentations 

Cluster 1.

· Water as a Human Right 

· Meeting the Millennium Goals and Johannesburg Summit targets through local action and regional cooperation

· Supporting local rights and respecting human rights through water management

· Participatory decision-making and water management 

· Balancing interests between stakeholders (i.e. agriculture, human use, conservation and industry)

· Respecting local culture in water management programs

· Regional conflicts over water management in the Indus river basin, effects on downstream communities

· Opportunities for government, civil society and industry cooperation to address the challenges of downstream communities in the Indus river basin 

· Linking groundwater and surface water management

Cluster 2.

· Grassroots water management successes in South Asia

· Communicating and balancing local needs and regional action

· South Asian experience toward region cooperation for resource management – tools and mechanisms for success 

Cluster 3.

· Gender, culture and cooperation
· Gender mainstreaming in water management programs 

· Sisterhood is International: techniques building regional women’s empowerment Networks

International speakers from India, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and the European Union are expected at the conference.

For further information please contact:

PAKISTAN FISHERFOLK FORUM [PFF]

Sachal Hall, Jamait Market, Ibahim Hyderi,

Bin Qasim Town, Karachi, Pakistan

Tel: +92-21-5092862- +92-21-5090543

Fax: 021-5092983
E-mail: fisherfolk@cyber.net.pk
pakistanfisherfolk@yahoo.com
Website: www.pff.org.pk
Issue of downstream Kotri water crucial for Sindh: Sindh minister cites delta devastation

The Dawn, August 2005 (http://www.dawn.com/2005/08/25/nat8.htm)

 

By Sabihuddin Ghausi

KARACHI, Aug 24: Sindh Irrigation and Power Minister Nadir Akmal Leghari has said that unless Sindh agrees on the quantity of water to be made available downstream Kotri, no future irrigation schemes should be taken up.

Inaugurating a two-day regional conference on “Integrated Water Resources Management in South Asia” on Wednesday, he said Sindh had taken a positive stance on Punjab’s demand for a study on ascertaining environmental losses to downstream three eastern rivers — Ravi, Beas and Sutlej — given away to India under the Indus Basin Treaty.

“Sindh’s response to such a study is quite clear and positive as it has no objection to such a study,” he said. “But the issue of Kotri barrage downstream should not be mixed up with the study,” he added while referring to massive devastation caused by the diminishing river water supply to Indus Delta.

The conference was organized by the Pakistan  Fisherfolk Forum and SPRIDER, an EU project. It focuses on Indus Delta devastation, politics of water distribution and water management in Pakistan.

The massive devastation caused by sea intrusion in the Indus Delta region, inundation of 2.2 million acre of farmland in coastal districts of Sindh because of declining water release to Kotri downstream and the overall water distribution issue is being discussed in the conference.

Besides experts from Pakistan, engineers and consultants from Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and other South Asian countries are attending the conference.

Mr Leghari said the provincial government was alive to the water requirements of Sindh and the rich fish potential of the delta  where 2.7 million people lived.

“Due to adverse global climatic conditions, water scarcity persisted for a couple of years in Pakistan, which diminished water flow down the Kotri and created certain socio-economic issues.

“But the federal and provincial governments are up to address these issues” he said while referring to another study to be conducted to assess requirement of water discharges downstream Kotri barrage to the Indus delta.

“The historic 1991 water accord and its provisions are our obligations,” he said and reaffirmed his government’s commitment to get the provisions implemented.

The minister said Pakistan shared water with two neighbouring countries - River Kabul with Afghanistan and the Indus and four others with India. He referred to Pakistan’s apprehensions on construction of Baglihar dam in India.

Earlier, Mohammad Ali Shah, the Chairman of Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum, in his address of welcome, accused Punjab of ‘illegal and excessive consumption of water’ on upstream of the Indus. It had led to a major decline in water flow downstream Kotri barrage over the past two decades, eradication of mangrove forests to one-third, submersion of 2.2 million acres of fertile land, depletion of fish resources and pushed down two million people below the food poverty line and forced 0.3 million people to migrate.

Alex Hill, the project manager SPRIDER project, in his brief speech, advocated a fair mechanism of water distribution between the communities sharing the Indus at the upstream and downstream.

Speaking in the first session, Dr Kaiser Bengali, a noted social scientist and economist, told the audience that all rights could be obtained only in a democratic order and under the rule of law. “Unfortunately, Pakistan has neither a democratic set up nor the rule of law, therefore, getting due share in river water will remain a dream.”

Journalist and researcher Anwar Pirzado, agriculturist and environmentalist M. H. Panhwar, Zulfikar Shah and Zulfikar Halepoto read papers in the session presided over by Dr Suleman Sheikh.

Six papers were presented in the second session. On Thursday, experts from Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri  Lanka will read papers.
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