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          Part A

Name of the organisation

SMG Design Inc.

Type

Architectural Studio

Status

Registered as an architectural practice with the Council of Architecture, India

Address

30, Nauka Nagar, Peda Waltair, 

Vishakhapatnam 530 017

Tel
0891 – 2715946

E-mail
smgdesign@hotmail.com
Contact persons 

Mr. Srinivas Murthy, Architect
Organisation structure 



Structure of the organization

He runs his practice from three offices, the head office being in Vizag, where he is assisted by young graduates from the Andhra University and in two other cities, namely Mumbai and Delhi, which are looked after by his associates.  

Activities


Background

Architect Srinivas Murthy graduated in Architecture from the School of Planning and Architecture in New Delhi.  He did his internship in the office of Architect Anil Laul at the Nizamuddin Building Centre.  While still in college, he and his batch mates were approached by the then Prime Minister of India, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi to design a museum in memory of his late mother, the ex-Prime Minister of India.  While in college he participated in the activities of NASA, the National Association of Students of Architecture.  

After graduation in 19  , he came back to his home-town in Visakhapatnam.  He took up a few architectural and interior design commissions in Vizag.  As he began to diversify, he set up the Delhi and Mumbai offices.  

Since then, SMG Designs has taken up various government and private commissions, which include designing of various buildings such as residential, institutional, commercial buildings, as well as interior designing.

He is also involved in Heritage conservation issues and is the Convener of the Vizag chapter of INTACH, The India National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage.  He is also taking an active interest in the development of Vizag as a tourism destination.  

He has a great interest in teaching and is presently a faculty member in the Department of Architecture at the Andhra University.  He is especially interested in sensitizing students to the current issues pertaining to a sensitive architectural practice.  

Projects 


He has constructed a handful of residential and office buildings in Vizag.  

Currently he is pursuing the conservation of the traditional Dutch settlements of the town of Bheemlipatnam, about 40 kms from Visakhapatnam.  
Projects history (curriculum, number of projects, and detailing) 

On going projects

Projects documented
Areas of Intervention


He mainly takes up projects in the cities of Vizag, Mumbai and Delhi.  He has a vast array of clients ranging from individuals looking of architectural or interior design solutions for their houses, institutions, builders and the government.   

Strengths 


Techniques/ technologies 

Architect Srinivas sees appropriate technologies as a means and not the final solution to developing a sustainable habitat. Moreover, he believes that the role of an architect is to design the spaces intelligently at the planning stage itself.  A lot of energy gets saved only by evolving an efficient design.  He ensures adequate natural light and ventilation in all his projects.  

Having worked with Mr. Laul, Srinivas has a 

In all his projects he tries to convince the clients to uses these techniques.  

Human resources

Training capacities

R&D / cataloguing / publications
Funding


Being a registered architectural practice, SMG solely depends on the consultancy fees that he earns from the construction projects he undertakes.

Philosophy / Approaches 


Architect Srinivas Murthy

Every year he constructs one building entirely using cost-effective technologies with charging a fee for consultation.  
On the organization

Approach to social / political/ economical / environmental situation (local/global)

History/struggle

Architect Srinivas Murthy graduated from the School Of Planning and Architecture, Delhi.

He did his training under graduate training with Ar. Anil Laul, at the Anangpur Building Centre, who was also his teacher in the school of architecture.

He set up his office in Vizag in 19, 

He is a faculty in the Department of Architecture at the Andhra University.

Consciousness in its field of intervention 

Response mechanisms adopted (if any) and in witch field

Appropriateness of…(Architecture, technologies, documentation) 

On the people interviewed



Srinivas was born and brought up in Delhi.  He comes from a traditional South Indian family and was, hence oriented towards arts.  He was interested in architecture since his school days.  Hence, he took up a course in Architecture in Bhopal, where his father was posted.  However, in the second year of college, he switched to the School of Planning and Architecture in Delhi, under the student exchange programme.  He was very influenced by the teachers and the teaching environment of SPA.  

Right from his college days he had this great thirst for traveling.  He claims that he has traveled to almost all the districts of the country, except the northeast and Jammu and Kashmir.  He has also made several international visits.  

For him appropriateness of architecture deals with justified care of the eco-system.  

It deals with energy systems in a building, conservation of natural resources and design efficiency.  

Having being inspired by the works of a German architect Dr. G. K. Ming who has researched on the rural habitat in India.  Hence, why not evolve design parameters from them.  

He believes that if the design itself is not appropriate then 

Approach to social / political/ economical / environmental situation (local/global)

His/her personal story/struggle

Consciousness in its field of intervention, approach, policy.

Response mechanisms adopted (if any) and in which field.

Appropriateness of …(Architecture, technologies, documentation)
About MIPAA


SMG, as he is popularly known in the A and D office, has played an active role in many of A and D activities.  He has 

