Documentation work for MIPAA

May-September 2003

Team members:  Andrea Pavia, Hrydhal Damani

DIARY OF MISSION 1 – ORISSA  

From the 25th of May to the 12th of June

- Sunday 25/5

We took the train to Bhubaneswar at 5:20 am; we arrived in town at 13:00.  We 

booked at the Bhubaneswar hotel. We spent the afternoon visiting the city.

- Monday 26/5 

Andrea woke up with fever and cold. 

In the morning we called the UNDP office to fix an appointment for the afternoon. We met Mr. Hari Kumar, the program co-ordinator of the Shelter project, and the local staff in the UNDP office. We had an overview talk about the organization and the Shelter project; also we tried to figure out a schedule of the places to see in the coming days. In the evening Andrea’s health condition got worse.

- Tuesday 27/5

We left Bhubaneswar early in the morning to go visit the Ersama block in the Jagatsinghpur district, one of the areas where UNDP is working on the Shelter project. We where accompanied by Mr. Satya (a planner), one of the UN volunteers working on the field in Ersama. They provided a jeep for the visit and accommodation for the night. In the morning we visited a mason training class run by the government under the SSA scheme with the technical assistance of UNDP. Then we visited a Technology Demonstration Unit (TDU) by Care Today in the Japa village.

In the Afternoon Andrea stayed at the UNDP place because of high fever. Hrydhal visited seven villages under the SAY scheme: Saintol, Achutadaspur, Khaparikhia, Praharaipur; she saw the local TDU and some houses. Also she had the chance to meet mason SHG and the local villagers.

- Wednesday 28/5

In the morning Andrea stayed at the UNDP place. Hrydhal completed the visit at the SAY villages Kendurisal, Mirzapur and Dhuansahi. In the afternoon we had to come back to Bhubaneswar because Andrea had still high fever. We stopped to the hospital for a medical check-up. Later back at the UNDP office we met Mr. Anindya Kr. Sarkar, program officer for the Habitat Development and we had an overview talk about the UNDP programs. In the evening we booked at the Venus inn Hotel.

- Thursday 29/5

Andrea spent all day in the hotel to recover.  Hrydhal worked on the information collected.

- Friday 30/5

Andrea spent all day in the hotel. Hrydhal spent the day at the UNDP office where she met again Mr. Anindya Kr. Sarkar and she started to collect materials from the UNDP database.

- Saturday 31/5

Andrea spent all day in the hotel, first day without fever. Hrydhal spent the day at the UNDP office collecting materials from the database.

- Sunday 1/6

We left early in the morning to visit others districts where UNDP is working. 

We visited the Balikuda block in Jagatsinghpur. In the morning we met members from the NGO Action Aid that are working in cooperation with the UNV. We saw two Care Today TDU in Singitalia village, and then we visited two houses by Development Alternatives in Kusupur village. We also saw an other TDU in Rabanda village and we met a masons SHG. 

In the afternoon we visit the “Three brothers house” in the Olaso Village under the IAY scheme.  In the evening we moved by jeep to the local base in the Kendrapara district. We met Mr. N.P. Panigrahi, a planner specialist, head chief of the base. During this visit we where accompanied by a UNV architect, Miss. Smita Panda.

- Monday 2/6

We left early in the morning. First we went to visit a school building site under the Anganwadi Center Program. Then we visit an IT-kiosk set up with the UNDP assistance in the Taras village and we met the Sambhabana NGO that is taking care of it. Later we visit an other kiosk in a village near by.

In the evening we had a meeting in the local office of the MSSRF NGO that is working in the area with the technical assistance of UNDP. At night we met a women SHG and a masons SHG.

- Tuesday 3/6

We spent the morning at the local base. They showed us the resource mapping of the Kendrapara district. At lunchtime we left for Bhubaneswar. In the afternoon we worked in the UNDP office. We downloaded and analyzed the information collected. In the evening we booked rooms again at the Venus Inn Hotel.

- Wednesday 4/6  

We took the morning free to recover. 

In the afternoon we started writing the report and putting in order the information collected. 

- Thursday 5/6

We spent all day at the UNDP office. We finalized the collection of the information and we had a final meting with Mr. Anindya Kr. Sarkar.

- Friday 6/6
We took the morning off. 

In the afternoon we took the train to Berhampur. We reached Gram Vikas at night. 

- Saturday 7/6

In the morning we met Mrs. Jaya Jhonson, a social worker in GV. We had a general conversation on the goals of the NGO and on its programs; also we figured out a schedule of our visits. In the afternoon we met Mr. Mishra, a coordinator who has been in charge of organizing our trip and following us during our staying.  From this day Mr. Suhas Gaonkar, an architect from INHAF joined us in the visits. 

- Sunday 8/6

Early in the morning we went to visit two tribal villages Tamana under the Rural Health and Environment Program (RHEP) and Kanheiput under the Integrated Tribal Development Program (ITDP). Later we visited the Konkia School and a brick factory  (SVK). 

In the afternoon we had a meeting with Mr. Joe Madiath the executive director of Gram Vikas. The talk focused particularly on the tribal conditions and on the importance of the educational process in their strategy of development. 

- Monday 9/6

Early in the morning we visited three tribal villages Bikaspur, Ramaguda and Dhepaguda under the ITDP. In the afternoon we met Mr. Liby Jhonson, the project manager of the Building Support Team (BST). He explained to us about their projects especially focusing on the mason training program and the bare foot engineers program. Later we saw two movies on the activities of GV.

- Tuesday 10/6

Early in the morning we visited three non-tribal villages (Dalits): Samiapalli, Raulibandha and a fisher village named Baxipalli under the Rural Health and Environment Program (RHEP). 

We came back to GV in the Afternoon.

- Wednesday 11/6

We spent the morning visiting the construction site of the new multi purpose building in the GV campus accompanied by Alan Mulvey an Irish architect in charge of the project. 

The rest of the day we worked in the GV office in collecting and finalizing the information.  

- Thursday 12/6

We spent the morning in finishing the collection of the data. At lunchtime we had a final meeting with Mr. Joe Madiath and Mr. Mishra. We left Berhampur at 23.00 with a night train. We reached Vizag early in the morning of the 13th. 

