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DIARY MISSION 2

Banglore – Mysore – Trivandrum – Cochin – Pune

From the 22nd of June to the 25th of July

· Sunday 22 June 

We took the train for Bangalore at 10:20 am. We spent the day travelling.

· Monday 23 June Banglore
We arrived in Bangalore at 11:30 am; the train was three hours late. We reached the CED (Center for Education and Documentation) office at around 12. We met Mr. John D’Souza only from 13.00 to 14.00 because he had to leave for Bombay. We had a general discussion about our documentation work and about the possibility of creating a hypertext index for our data. We realized that Mr. John was in a hurry and he did not have much time to spare.  Mr. Vinod from the CED office in Bangalore was also present at the meeting. They provided us accommodation for the week in the guesthouse at the first floor of their building.

 We spent the afternoon recovering from the trip and contacting the other members for appointments. 

· Tuesday 24 June

In the morning we went to the Mahiti office. We met Mr. Sunil the CEO of the software programming company. He showed us the office and he explained to us the everyday activities that happen there. We went through progress of different projects in various working stages that Mahiti is developing for organizations in the private, public and voluntary sector. He also explained and showed us the training classes that they conduct. Before leaving we fixed a second appointment for Friday the 27th.

In the afternoon, at 15:30, we met Ms. Anjali Karol Mohan coordinator for INHAF (Indian Habitat Forum) in the secretariat office of INHAF. She explained us the goals of INHAF, its history and its organization. We also discussed about our mission and the purposes of MIPAA according to her. Also we had the chance to talk with Mr. Mohan, Anjali’s husband, who is a landscape architect. He gave us general information about Bangalore, about BATF (Bangalore Agenda Task Force, after which we decided to drop the idea of meeting them as because it did not seem to be pertinent with the goals of our mission) He also gave us some information and contacts form ASTRA .We finished the meeting at about 18:30.

· Wednesday 25 June

We spent the morning at the CED office. 

At 15:00 we went to CKS (Center for Knowledge and Science) and met Ms. Zeeneth and Ms. Uma two employees working in CKS Mr. Aditya Sood was out of the country. They briefly explained their activities and their works. In particular they showed us their research and analysis project for the HP Company in rural areas. Ms. Sayalle Joshi ex-employee of A&D, India was also present at the meeting.

· Thursday 26 June

In the morning we visited the IIS (India Institute of Science), where we met Mr. Shivkumar, the director of KSCST (Karnataka State Council for Science and Technology). He directed us to Mr. Ravindra Nath the director of ASTRA (Application of Science and Technology for Rural Areas). Finally we had a talk with Ms. Nirmala from the institute. She explained to us the history, purpose and aims of ASTRA. She gave us information about their training courses and she gave us some paper documentation on them.

We spent the afternoon going through the materials collected in the different meetings. 

· Friday 27 June  

We spent the morning at the CED office going through their reference center. 

At 15:00 we were supposed to meet Mr. Sunil at the Mahiti office but he could not be present office due to some reasons. So we took a new appointment for the day after.

In the afternoon we went sightseeing.

In the evening we had dinner with Ms Anjali and Mr. Mohan at their house.

· Saturday 28 June 

In the morning we went to the station to book the tickets for Mysore, than we did some sightseeing. 

At 16:00 we met Mr. Sunil at the Mahiti office. He showed us other two projects the Tara haat project and another software called relationship manager, designed for ngos. This software can be used for organizing the office activities and the relationship management for the members and donors of that ngo. In the end we had a conversation on the purpose of MIPAA and how it could be implemented and developed.  He came up with some very interested ideas and suggestions of how the interface of MIPAA could be.

· Sunday 29 June Mysore
We spent the morning at the CED guesthouse. At 14:20 we took the train for Mysore. Here we checked in at Maurya hotel. We spent the evening sight seeing.

· Monday 30 June 

In the morning we contacted CART (Center for Appropriate Rural Technology), we fixed up an appointment for the afternoon. We met Mr. Ravi Kumar, the founder of CART at 14:00. We had a general discussion on the activities of CART and on its programs. Also we discussed about MIPAA and their way of popularization. Later we met Mr. Rajesh Jain, an architect who is in charge of the BMP (Building Material Program). He explained to us in detail the current activities of CART. Finally we went through some of their documents and we started to select what to collect.

· Tuesday 1 July

We came back at the CART offices at around 10:30 in the morning. We had another meeting with Mr. Rajesh Jain. He showed us the demonstration unit (a domed hall), the engineering campus and the test laboratories for their projects (tiles, pumps, bricks, ect.) and also the biomass-gasifier device that they have assembled, in the engineering campus. 

We had lunch at the canteen. Then, back in the office, we went trough their materials (papers, pictures, posters, ect.). We tried to arrange a visit to Myrada (a local NGO working on the field with the technical assistance of CART) for the next day; we finally skipped it because we realized that the technical support was not so interesting for our purposes and because of the health conditions of Hrydhal were getting worse (cold and fever). 

We spent the evening in an Internet café writing the reports.

· Wednesday 2 July  

Hrydhal spent the day in the hotel to recover from fever. Andrea spent the morning going trough the material collected, in the afternoon he went to a computer service shop to download the files recorded.

· Thursday 3 July

In the morning we first went to an Internet place to check mails from Radha, then we went for a final meeting at the CART office. Mr. Rajesh guided us to visit one of the private houses that they were building with CART’s technologies (Compress Earth Block) and that he was supervising. We had the chance to talk with the contractor, Mr. Ramesh, about the market scenario in Mysore and the level acceptability of these new technologies.

Later we visit the Bogadi Building Center in which Mr. Ravi Kumar is one of the executive members. Miss. Vina, a civil engineer, showed us the place; she explained to us their activities and what they are currently producing. After that we met Mr. Subhash, the coordinator for D.A. (Development Alternatives) in Mysore that is partner with CART in different projects in the state and particularly in the BMP. Together we visit a private house for an upper class client build completely with technologies purchased form the two organizations. Last we visited a private house in the central part of Mysore city, where Mr. Rajesh showed us an example of flat brick panels used as floor slabs. 

We had a late lunch at Mr. Rajesh’s house, than we went back to the CART office where we had a final meeting with Mr. Ravi Kumar.

· Friday 4 July

We spent the morning first arranging for the trip to Kerala, then making all the accounts, writing the diary, starting the report on CART and e-mailing Radha. At 19:00 we left for Ernakulam by bus.

· Saturday 5 July    

We took the day free for sightseeing.

· Sunday 6 July Trivandrum
We took the morning free for sightseeing. In the afternoon we took a bus for Trivandrum.

We reached the town at 22:30. We met Miss. Sophie Marongiu, one of the A&D trainee, at the HTG (Habitat Technology Group) guesthouse they host us for the night as the accommodation was not arranged.

· Monday 7 July

We spent the morning at the HTG head office. We fixed an appointment with Mr. Shankar for the afternoon. Miss. Sophie showed us her work on the tribal development project (AHADS) and we shared our ideas on the documentation process. Also we met Miss. Reshmi, an architect working there, who gave us some first information and some papers about the office and about some project going on.

In the afternoon we started writing a first draft of the report on HTG and to go through the Bangalore audio files. Also we contacted the Costford office for an appointment (we fixed for Friday because the heads architects were out of town). Later we met Mr. Suhas Gaonkar, an architect who is in documenting for INHAF, and we shared some ideas and information.   Mr. Shankar didn’t show up the all day.  

· Tuesday 8 July

In the morning we were back at the HTG office. We continued working on the reports; Mr. Shankar showed up at lunchtime. We had a first general conversation about the office, his personal story and about the political and the market scenario in Kerala. 

In the afternoon we visited Mr. Laurie Baker’s house (we fixed up an appointment with him for the next days) and the CDS (Center for Development Studies) also build by L. B.

In the evening we met Mr. Shankar again in his office. We reported to him the things we had seen. We planned the next visits and he spoke us about the

“ People Planning Campaign”. Later we had dinner together.

· Wednesday 9 July
In the morning we went, together with Sophie and Suhas, to visit one of the HTG building sites, the Azhimala beach resort center in Chuvara, Kovalam, where they are applying the Compress Earth Block technology. Later we visited a new Sal Interlocking bricks factory in the periphery of Trivandrum started with the technical assistance of HTG. At lunchtime we met Mr. Shankar and we had meals all together in the India Coffee House building designed by Mr. Baker, to celebrate Sophie’s birthday. 

In the afternoon we went back to the Habitat office where we planned the meeting with the NFF secretariat (National Fisheries Forum) and we kept working on our papers. Mr. Shankar was back at the office in the late afternoon and we had an other talk.

· Thursday 10 July

In the morning we moved, also with Sophie, from the Habitat guesthouse to the YMCA international guesthouse, because the condition of our staying there were too precarious. We had to spend a night in a near by hotel because the YMCA was full. At lunchtime accompanied by Sophie we went to the Valiathura village at the NFF headquarter. We met Father Tom Cocherie and, later, Sister Philomena Mary, with whom we had a general talk about the organization, its history, explanations on the housing schemes they are implementing and about their masons SHG. Later we visited some houses in the village built with the government schemes under their supervision.   

Late in the afternoon we were back at the Habitat office were we met again Mr. Shankar with whom we planned the next visit to Habitat sites.

· Friday 11 July

In the morning we were suppose to meet Mr. Laurie Baker but we had to postpone the appointment due to his bad health conditions. We speeded up on visiting the HTG sites. Sophie and Mr. Nandan, a civil Engineer from Habitat, accompanied us. First we visited a fisher village, Veli, where Habitat did some housing under the “People Planning Campaign”. Then we visited two private houses for high-class people in Trivandrum. Later we visited the EMS academy, a Kerala communist party school complex, with some parts still under construction.

In the late afternoon we went to the Costford (Centre of Science and Technology for Rural Development) Head office in Trivandrum, where we met Mr. Sajan, a civil engineer and Joint director of the organization, and Mr. Joginder Singh, an architect working for Costford. We spoke about the organization, their project and their relationship with Laurie Baker. They showed interest in join MIPAA and to be part of it. Together we decided the sites to visit in the next days.

· Saturday 12 July

Late in the morning we met again Mr. Sajan at the Costford office. He showed us some pictures, models and drawings of their projects for different clients. Later we went to visit a near by private house for BPL (Below Poverty Line) people build by Costford under the “People Planning Campaign” and a private house for high class still under construction. Later in the afternoon we came back to the HTG office for a final meeting with Mr. Shankar. We also finalized the files collected on a cd.

· Sunday 13 July

In the morning we visited Mr. Laurie Baker at his house. We spent almost an hour with him; Sophie also was joining us during the visit.

· Monday 14 July

We decide to spend an extra day in Thrivandrum to visit one more building site by Costford. We were to the Poondra fisher’s village near Kovalam. Here Costford tried different interesting strategy of housing under the “People Planning Campaign”. Mr. Prasoonjat, an architect from the office, accompanied us.

In the afternoon we met Mr. Sajan for a final talk and we collected some paper documentations on their works. We realised that they have a lack of documentation and cataloguing of their projects.

· Tuesday 15 July Ernakulam
We left Thrivandrum at 9:15 in the morning. We reached Ernakulam around 15:00. We called Inspiration to confirm the afternoon meeting but we had to post pone it because the two architects were busy. We booked at the YMCA. In the evening we wrote part of the reports, the accounts and the diary; later we contacted Radha. It has been the first day with really bad weather condition.  

· Wednesday 16 July 

We met Mr. Jaygopal, one of the head architects of Inspiration, at 9:00 in the morning in his office. He gave us some general information about the organization and together we decided the sites to visit and the project to document. Later with Mr. Prasad, a trainer from the office, we went first to visit a private house where they designed the extension, than we went to the Sarovaram hotel just outside the town. In the afternoon we were back at their office. We went through the files and the paper they gave us.

Later we visited the building site of their new office and their carpentry workshop.

· Thursday 17 July  

In the morning first we went to book the tickets at the train station, than we were back at the Inspiration office. We took some copies of their paper documents and their files. Later we were back at the Sarovaram hotel where we had a final meeting with Mr. Jaygopal and Ms. Lata. We spoke more in detail about the hotel project, the formation of their artisan group and about the role of the architect in the developing process. 

· Friday 18 July

In the morning we came back to their office to collect the copies and say goodbye to all the staff. At 14:00 we took the train to Panjim, we arrived in town the next morning.

· Saturday 19 July

We took the day off.

· Sunday 20 July

We took the morning off. At 19:00 we took the night bus for Pune.

· Monday 21 July Pune
We arrived in Pune at 7:30 in the morning. We had some problem to find place in hotels, finally we booked at the Sunder Hotel. 

At 11:30 we were at the BNCA (Bhanuben Nanavati College of Architecture for women), where we met Mr. Anand Lele, a professor in interior design and Miss. Subhadha, a planner-architect from SPA (Delhi) professor in a design class. We spoke about the structure and organization of the school and we planned to meet some students and to go through some of their works. We didn’t have the chance to meet the principal because it was out of town for the week. Later we had a late lunch at Mr. Lele’s house.

· Tuesday 22 July

In the morning we were back at the BNCA. We met again Mr. Lele and Miss. Subhadha. 

Later we met some students; we had a general discussion on the need of Appropriate Architecture and we explained them about our mission.  Then went through their works of the third year design class. 

· Wednesday 23 July

In the morning we had a final meeting with Mr. Lele. We collected the syllabus of all the class years and we took some picture of the facilities. Later we went through some power point presentation of students on appropriate technologies but they didn’t give the chance to have a copy of them. 

At 19:00 we left for Hyderabad.

· Thursday 24 July Hyderabad
We took the day off.

· Friday 25 July

We took the morning off. At 17:00 we took the train to Vizag.

· Saturday 26 July Vizag

We arrived in Vizag at 8:00 in the morning.

