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0) PURPOSE OF SENDING THIS PAPER
- To clarify the nature of the documentation mission with the members

- To discuss and get a feedback from the members on the strategy and       process of the mission 

- To “prepare” the members who are to be visited to be able to aid the team by making available time, information and resources

1) INTRODUCTION
1.1 Focusing on the meaning of the term “appropriate architecture”

Appropriate architecture involves a much larger process than just designing and building. It is actually the entire process of building up the human settlement, from the initial need, to the never-ending use of the final product, involving different stakeholders and issues.

1.2 The aim of documentation

· To study one or two live projects which brings out the philosophy of the member and has innovative aspects. To record the complete process in which the project has been involved and to highlight the innovativeness.
by focusing on:
· Innovative processes
· Social 
· Cultural
· Political
· economic
· Innovative building / construction processes / techniques / materials
· use of appropriate technology

· cost effective

· eco friendly attitude

· participating process design
· value of design
· local context-sensitive
· Innovative dissemination practices
by innovative we mean that the process has some new aspects as compared to the current market scenario, which reflect the member’s idea of Appropriate Architecture.
· To make an attempt to understand the philosophy of the member / team.
1.3 The nature of the documentation

It would intend not to be evaluative but just to be a collection and collation of facts offered by the members.

1.4 The end use of the documentation

The idea is to collect a large spectrum of documentation from the members for starting a database for the platform. The information thus collected will be used for purposes such as publishing and popularization using tools of different media.

2) THE METHODOLOGY OF DOCUMENTATION
The process of documentation will involve the following steps

2.1 understanding the philosophy of the member

- introductory meeting with the member

-gathering general information about the member, his history and background

- recording his opinion on Appropriate Architecture

- overview talk about the platform

2.2 documenting significant projects
· identifying one or two innovative process initiated by the member and recording all related information

2.2.a gathering information from the member

· recognizing the role played by the member in the process

· understanding the context and the broad scenario in which the process developed such as the market, land propriety, finance, involvement of political will, support extended by the government and so on

· understanding the various stakeholders involved and their specific role

· detailing out the steps involved in the different phases of the process  such as
· the specific need as expressed by the client (not necessarily the final user)

· the conceptualisation of a solution to the need

· the evolution of a design

· the actual activity of building / creation

· use and maintenance of the final product

·  documenting the changes bought about by the project in its physical surroundings and also in the mindset of the people

· gauging the level of dissemination and acceptance of the process and seeing if it has been able to start another process

· focus on the innovative aspects of the process
2.2b visiting the (building) sites 

Studying the surrounding, the site, the building (inside/outside), the materials, the construction techniques, the planning, architectural and aesthetic aspects by means of

- picture documentation

- sketch drawings if needed

- measure drawings if needed

- technical drawings (checking the ones collected) 

- interviews with user and other stakeholders

2.2c meetings the different stakeholders

If possible, meeting the different stakeholders involved to collect their point of view and experiences of the process so as to have a complete picture. These would include people such as,

- client/purchasers 

- financiers

- designers 

- building enterprises

- labourers 

- technicians 

- final users

- people of the nearby community

2.3 final summarizing meeting with the member

· Summarize the document in the form of a brief report

- 
discuss and clarify that report with the member and get his consent on it.

2.4 Collecting other available information from the member for the purpose of secondary documentation to be done for the platform

3) SKILLS / TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED FOR DOCUMENTING
The information collected will be in accord with the skills and the tools at disposal of the team. Extra tools can also be provided by the members and would be appreciated. The idea would be to have a large spectrum of documentation, recorded in as many different ways. The methods adopted by the team would be,

1) audio recording of interviews 

2) writing report of the interviews

3) recording a chronicle of the events of the mission

4) picture documentation of the mission, the stakeholders involved and the innovative projects visited

5) short movies on relevant topics, moments 

6) paper materials provided by the member

7) digital materials provided by the member

8) production of sketches, handmade drawings, 

9) digital drawings if needed 

4) EQUIPMENT WITH THE TEAM
At the moment the equipment of the team consist of,

1) one laptop pc provided by A&D 

2) one mp3audio recording producing .wav files provided by Andrea (up to 128 mb store memory)

3) two digital cameras provided by Andrea: 

one Nikon 4300 capable of short movies (up to 40 sec.,no audio) producing .mov files, good resolution img files .jpg (1704x2272dpi)

one Olympus Camedia C21 capable of web resolution img files (limited memory)

4) one optical camera provided by Hrydhal 

5) TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF THE TRIP
1st trip - May - Vizag-Berhampur-Bhubaneshwar 

Vizag

- The living space, Beemesh


   

- SMG Designs, Srinivas


   

- Shilpakruti

Berhampur
- Gram Vikas

Bhuwaneswar
- UNDP shelter project

2nd trip – June-July –Chennai-Auroville-Trivandrum-Cochin-Mysore-Bangalore

Chennai 
 
- M.S.Swaminathan foundation

Auroville
  
- CSR, Satprem

Trivandrum   
- Habitat Technology Group



  
- National Fisheries Foundation

Cochin

- Inspiration

Mysore
  
- CART

Bangalore
- INHAF



 
- MAHITI




- CED



 
- Center for Knowledge Sciences



 
- Bangalore Agenda Task Force

3rd trip – July-August – Ahmedabad – Delhi

Ahmedabad 
 -ASAG, Keerti Shah

Delhi  
 
 -Development Alternatives




 -Anangpur Building Center




 -BMTPC




 -HUDCO 

